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Mr. O’MAnoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 3494] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3494) authorizing the sale of certain public 
land in Alaska to the Catholic Society of Alaska for use as a mission, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon with the fol- 
lowing amendment and with the recommendation that the bill, as 
amended, do pass. 

On page 2 add a new section as follows: 

Sec. 3. There are hereby reserved to the United States all rights to minerals, 
including oil and gas, in the lands authorized to be conveyed by this Act. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to sell to the Catholic Bishop of northern Alaska, for use as a mission, 
40 acres of public lands located just south of the junction of Glen 
and Richardson Highways and within the area withdrawn by Public 
Land Order 46 dated October 8, 1942, withdrawing lands for classi- 
fication. 

The bill provides that the tract shall be sold for its reasonable 
appraised price of not less than $10 per acre, and reserves the mineral 
deposits to the United States. 

he favorable report of the Interior Department to the chairman 
of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, under date 
of January 3, 1952, is hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part 
of this report. 





AUTHORIZE SALE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC LAND IN ALASKA > 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Orrice or THe Secretary, 
Washington, D. C., January 3, 1952. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior-and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: This is in reply to the request of your committee 
for a report on H. R. 3494, a bill to authorize the sale of certain public land in 
Alaska to the Catholic Society of Alaska for use as a mission. 

I have no objection to the enactment of this bill if it is amended as proposed 
in this report. 

H. R. 3494 would direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain public 
lands to the Catholic Society of Alaska for use as a mission. The land covered 
by the bill is the NE4%NE section 30 township 4 north, range 1 west, Copper 
River meridian, Alaska, containing 40 acres. 

The bill provides that the tract shall be sold for its reasonable appraised price 
of not less than $1.25 per acre and reserves the mineral deposits to the United 
States. The conveyance may not include any land cove by a valid existing 
right initiated under the public land laws. 

Our information indicates that the Catholic Society of Alaska is a nonprofit 
corporation. The land involved is located just south of the junction of the Glen 
and Richardson Highways and is within’the area withdrawn by Public Land 
Order 46 dated October 8, 1942, withdrawing lands for classification. In part, 
the withdrawal of the area under Public Land Order 46 was made to permit the 
planning of a town site. 

If the NEYNEY section 30 were transferred to the society, it would interfere 
seriously with the projected development of a town site at the road junction. 
The design of this town site has already been started and includes the lands 
affected by the bill. The lands in question are highly important for the develop- 
ment of a well-designed community at Glenallen. The 40-acre tract sought would 
include at least one-quarter of a mile of highway frontage of critical importance 
on each side of the Richardson Highway and thus it would limit sharply small 
tract development along the highway near the town site. There certainly seems 
to be no justification for a disposal of such a 40-acre tract area for a mission site 
at this point to the detriment of a needed town site. 

I am informed, however, that the society would not object if the bill were 
amended to provide for the transfer of the SE4 NE section 30 instead of the 
NEYNE\. Transfer of title to the SEMYNE\ would not interfere with town-site 
development. The establishment of a site on these lands would undoubtedly 
constitute a very high degree of utilization of the tract. I therefore recommend 
that the bill be amended by striking out the following words in line 11, page 1 
of the bill: ‘‘Northeast quarter northeast” and by inserting in lieu thereof the 
words: ‘Southeast quarter northeast’. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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